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had stated so emphatically that the measure of 1832 was as far
as he was prepared to go in the matter. But as time went on
he had come to see that further reform was both just and
necessary. He made several vain attempts to put such measures
through. Gladstone was now such a whole-hearted Liberal that
he also took up the cause ; and another ardent supporter of it
(outside the Cabinet) was John Bright, the famous Radical
orator.
There was one formidable obstacle to it, however. Lord
Palmerston was, as we have seen, as " conservative " in home
affairs as he was " liberal " in support of foreign movements for
constitutional government (§ 290). Being head of a Liberal
Government, he could not very well oppose reform openly;
but he was so half-hearted about it that there was little chance
of such a drastic change in the Constitution being carried as long
as he was head of the Government.
But in 1865 he died, after a parliamentary life extending over
sixty years, of which nearly fifty had been spent in office.
Russell succeeded to the Premiership, and naturally the first
thing he and Gladstone did was to bring in a Reform Bill. It
was quite a moderate measure, and would only have enfranchised
about half a million new voters. But the Tory Opposition fought
it tooth and nail, and so did a considerable number of the
Liberals themselves. Bright likened these latter to the discon-
tented Israelites who had flocked to support King David in the
Cave of Adullarn;x and ever since then a section of a party
which breaks away from the main body over some particular
question has been called a " cave." When the measure came
before the House, the combination of Tories under Disraeli
and " Adullamites" under Robert Lowe was sufficient to
outvote the Government, and Russell resigned.
§ 306.   " A leap in the dark."—Thus the Tories found
themselves once more in office owing to a split among their
opponents.   This third " Derby-Disraeli Interregnum " carried
11 Samuel, chapter 22.

